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General 
Service Bulletin 
Fresh Water Flood –Checkout and Startup 

ORDER No:  MISC-SB-3A DATE: April 17, 2007 

 
Introduction 
This bulletin covers cleanup and start-up of fresh water flooded equipment, however careful 
consideration should be given to replacing flooded equipment due to the expense and time involved in 
reliable unit cleanup and checkout. This procedure will also apply to equipment that has been 
subjected to excessive amounts of wind blown fresh water or splashing. 

Note: Limited or Extended warranties do not cover failures due to flooding.  

WARNING 

Hazardous Voltage and Gas! 

Turn off the gas supply (if present) and disconnect all electric power for a 

flooded unit, including remote disconnects. Servicers should follow proper 

lockout/tagout procedures to ensure the power can not be inadvertently 

energized. Failure to turn off gas or disconnect power to a flooded unit could 

result in property damage or personal injury. 

 

General Instructions 
When contacted for possible service, be sure to make certain that all power should be disconnected 
from the equipment and no attempt is to be made to operate the equipment until inspected or 
serviced by a professional technician. 

These procedures are general in nature and the servicer must determine the extent of 
damage and service required for each case. When the restoration service is complete, it is 
imperative the equipment be completely dry and checked for electrical leakage with 
an ohm meter, megohmeter or a high-pot test. At this time, verify the ground 
connections prior to application of power and start-up. 
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The following procedures are to be performed by an experienced and qualified servicer 
and are not recommended for customer use. 

WARNING 
Hazardous Voltage w/Capacitors! 
Disconnect all electric power, including remote disconnects and discharge all 
motor start/run capacitors before servicing. Follow proper lockout/tagout 
procedures to ensure the power cannot be inadvertently energized. Verify 
with an appropriate voltmeter that all capacitors have discharged. Failure to 
disconnect power and discharge capacitors before servicing could result in 
death or serious injury. 

 

 

General Cleaning: 

1. Use clear water or water and detergent (use no ammonia products) to wash all parts 

of the equipment that are covered with mud or sift. Allow at least three days for the 

equipment to air dry. 

2. Sealed bearing motors or Electrically Commutated motors should be replaced.  

3. Use clear water to flush motors which have bearing oiling ports, then flush with 

denatured alcohol and allow to air dry. Re-oil all motor bearings prior to returning 

equipment to operation. 

4. Replace any switch or electrical part that is corroded or rusted to the extent that 

unreliable operation could result. Also, replace any part that functions as a final safety 

(ie. high pressure switch, limit switch, etc.) 

5. Replace all phenolic cased start capacitors. 

6. Run capacitors should be flushed with clean water, then denatured alcohol, brushed 

clean and dried with a cloth. 

7. Replace any wet fiberglass insulation and clean foam or hard surface insulation with 

clear water and allow to air dry. 

8. Wash both sides of all terminal boards with clean water, then with denatured alcohol 

and allow to air dry. 

9. Remaining wiring, control boxes and cabinets should be thoroughly washed and then 

air dried. 
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Special Instructions 
 
 
1. Compressor Bearing Equipment 
 

Flush the compressor terminal box with clear water, then denatured alcohol. The 
metal-glass terminals should be brushed thoroughly with denatured alcohol and then 
air dried for 3 days. 
 

 
 

2. Package Units and Air Handlers 
 

Check drain pans and drain piping to ensure free drainage with no obstructions. 
 
 
 

3. Room thermostats (low voltage) 
 

Replace electronic thermostats, replace or thoroughly clean electromechanical 
thermostats with denatured alcohol, then air dry. 
 
Check thermostats for proper operation and calibration before returning them to 
service. 
 

 
 

4. Gas Furnaces 
 

 
Replace all electronic ignition controls, gas valves, pressure switches and limit 
switches. 
 
Replace all igniters, flame sensors, combustion motors and interlock (door) 
switches. 
 
All furnace piping, including manifold and drip legs, should be drained and flushed 
with clear water, cleared of all water and debris and then air dried.  
 
All pilot and main burner orifices and any associated tubing should be flushed with 
clear water, denatured alcohol and allowed to air dry. 
 
Main burners should be flushed with clear water and wiped dry. All burner parts 
and slots must be free of debris and/or rust. 
 
Any blower bearings should be flushed with clean water, denatured alcohol, and 
allowed to air dry. Re-oil bearing prior to start-up. 
 
 
 

5. Electric Furnaces, Air Handlers and Supplementary Resistance Heaters 
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Flush heating elements with clear water and wipe dry. 
 
Replace any electronic controls, limit switches, contactors or sequences that have 
been submerged. 
 
 
Spray wash and dry control area of electric heaters and allow to air dry. 
 
 
 
 

6. Electronic Air Cleaners 
 

Ionizing wire type 
Replace all electrical components in the air cleaner control box. 
 
Flush ionizing-collecting cells with clear water and air dry. Contacts must be 
cleaned of any corrosion. Inspect for and replace any broken ionizing wires. 

 
AccuClean/CleanEffects 

 
Replace door assembly, field charging cell, interlock switches, relays. 
Clean pre-filter and collector cells and air dry. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Questions 
All questions should be directed to the local Trane or American Standard Field Service Representatives. 
FSRs should contact Field Operations Excellence with questions.  

 
 

Literature Order Number MISC-SB-3A 

File Number SV-UN- MISC-SB-3A 

Supersedes SV-UN-MISC-SB-3 

Stocking Location Electronic Only 

 

Trane and American Standard have a policy of continuous product data and product 
improvement and reserve the right to change design and specifications without notice. Only 
qualified technicians should perform the installation and servicing of equipment referred to in this 
bulletin.  


